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As a result of the ECJ ruling of July 25, 2018, the academia and the seed production companies 
in Romania have expressed their deep concern regarding its implications. Based on the 
experience that stakeholders have had with the current GMO legislation, they fear that the ECJ 
ruling will halt any research work based on NBT - which have proven so far to be the only 
economically-viable methods of diminishing/reducing/eliminating the climate change impact 
throughout the food security systems. 
 

Agricultural academia in Romania have expressed their fears regarding the ECJ ruling, which will 
block research efforts in plant breeding aimed at adapting plants to climate stress, maximise 
protein content, reduce allergens and non-food content, etc.  
 
Within that context, we believe that a discussion about the ECJ ruling within the Standing 
Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed - GM Food and Feed Section, is a must, in the 
light of the overwhelming arguments that exist both in technical and scientific terms, their 
doubtless objectivity, and the consequences that such a ruling will trigger, economically and 
socially. The Romanian academia and professionals in the variety and seed production industry 
therefore declare themselves firmly against any EC court interference in the field of scientific 
knowledge.   
 

We also appreciate that an evaluation of the costs of the public policies is required - in terms of 
the strategies that will need to be developed in order to implement the ECJ ruling -, as well as a 
regulatory timeline related to these strategies. 
 

Equally, the impact of this ruling upon the WTO agreements should be analysed, given that no 
detection methods exist to distinguish between products resulting from spontaneous 
mutagenesis and products obtained through NBT mutagenesis.  
 

We appreciate that a new European legislation on genome-editing technologies would be 

necessary, since the ECJ ruling of July 25, 2018 states that the organisms obtained through 

mutagenic techniques/methods are GMOs and therefore must be covered by the legislation on 

transgenesis. There is a need for a legislation that would distinguish between diffuse 

spontaneous mutagenesis, induced mutagenesis, and gene transfer. 
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